NOTES AND 
COMMENTS 



MAYBE THEY DID NOT KNOW IT. 

At the conclusion of Chaplain Ed 
ward Everett Halt' 1 * opening prayer 
in the Hulled States S.-nale he asked 
that all the Senators Join him In re- 
peating the "Lord's Prayer." I 

Not a Senator responded, and the 
old chaplain had the prayer all to 
himself. 

Wonder why this august hotly did 
not join the chaplain In supplicating 
the throne of grace? 

There Is Just one of three reasons 
why they did . not: 

First. They don't l>eliev« In the ef- 
ncacy of prayer. 

Second. They thought, the chaplain 
was paid to do the praying for the 
noble Senators and they got no pay 
for such service. 

Third. They did not know the lord s 



The Louis of our Amerlran Parlla 
ment are great on oratory but not 
much on scripture. They deliver 
speeches any where from five 
hours to six months In length, but we 
venture Hie assertion that there is not 
a man In the United States 8enate 
that can rigid the lord's prayer cor 
rectly If It would secure him a free 
pass to heaven. Every Senator^ and 
Congressman 
rather have a fat offli 
in the sanctified throng in front of the gt*M when she came face to face 
fireat White Throne." The average wltll the Hagar episode. When the Bl- 
Amerlcan staesman knows and cares b | e tenets are applied to the wife, the 
as much about Bible religion as a independent commanding spirit la 
wooden Indian, and he don't go to ,,„j r kly changed to one of subservience 
Washington City to pray. 



ecptance on the young ^woman's part. 

Now here Is a preacher that liter- 
ally lays himself on two altars at the 
same time, the altar of the Lord and 
the altar of matrimony. 

The average preacher usually lets 
"His Heavenly Father's business" 
wait until he takes unto himself a 
wife. 

To the average woman the average 
preacher Is a little tin god on wheels. 

W'e pnsllct that the young women 
of Rev. Dowd's church will turn them- 
selves into the greatest nuisances of 
modern times, church beggars, for the 
highest ambition of the average Amer- 
ican girl Is to marry a preacher, or a 
man who wears military trappings. 

The American girl before marriage, 
is an independent, commanding creat- 
ure that requires masculinity to walk 
on a chalk line, and do her bidding, 
and masculinity humbly obeys, but 
the A. A. girl's reign in brief. 

Matrimony quells her independence 
and commanding spirit and she often 
awakens to the fact that she has bar 
tered these away for a master, and 
If she happens to be yoked to a 
preacher or a soldier the Bible esti- 
mate of woman is applied to her with 
a vengeance, "Thy desire shall be to 
thy husband and he shall rule over 
thee" "For I would have you know 
that the husband Is the head of the 
wife, even as Christ is the head of the 
church." "Likewise, ye wives, be In 
subjection to your own husbands." 
"Let the woman learn In silence with 
all subjection." 

The Bible says women must obey 
their husbandB "even as Sara obeyed 
Abraham." If Sara didn't make Ab- 
raham see star's before she got 
through with him, Hie Bible does not 
tell the troth. 

Poor old Abraham I know he re- 
pented many a time that he had ever 
Washington would as . Saia to become Mrs. Abraham. 



JAPAN AND CHRISTIANITY ^ 

Until recently Japan and China hail 
gotten along, from time immomorlnl. 
without war. Then Japan became 
very intimate with the Christian na- 
tions of Europe and America, and 

inio'war with China and whipped tin 
Chinese and robbed them. Now Ja- 
pan Is about to go to war will. Russia, 
a Christian country, and Christian 
England will take the side of Japan 
against Russia, and Christian America 
will probably, Anally, back Japan, and 
an awful war of Christian aginst 
Christian Is Imminent. 

Wherever Christianity goes war 
and robbery follow. 



lurky statesman was once 
he knew the Lord's prayer, 
•d. "Of course I do. I learn 
it my mother's knee." When 
repeat it. with reverent tone 



• Now I lay me down to sleep 
I pray the Lord my soul to keep 
If I should die before I wake 
1 pray the Lord my soul to take." 




HERBERT SPENCER'S FUNERAL 

The following special from London 
to the Chicago Evening Pm^ describ 
Ing the funeral of the Immortal He. 
bert Spencer will serve to show the 
mighty Evolution of religious thought 
In the past twenty-live years. 

But "two hand fills of white dusf 
main of the corporeal man. Spencer, 
the most profound thinker of the last 
century, but hlB thoughts J»vo laid 
hold of the reason of the human race, 
and the Spencerlan era is rising In 
splendor putting to flltht the Btiper 
atltlons that have evolved a race of 
cowards, slaves and hypocrites, and 
even the clergy arc capitulating " 
Spencerian philosophy. 

The labor of Herbert Spencer 
brought Faith and Fact Into mortal 
combat with Faith In full retreat. 
The special from l^ondon describes 

wa: 

J. K. H. 

On Monday, at Oolder's Oreen Crem 
atorlum, the body of Herbert Spencer 
was reduced "to two handfuls of 
white dust." Many personal friends, 
many disciples, many admirers from 
all parts of the kingdom, gathered In 
the little mortuary chapel, and In pres 
ence of the coffin, draped with its 
pie pall, heard Mr Leonard Courtney 
deliver the funeral oration. There 
} demon 



revival and the old Bheep and ramF 
can be brought to the mourner's 
bench, then Bhall be brought to pass 
the Bcripture saying a "A little child 
shall lead them." 
Versailles. Ky. 



(From Boston Investigator) 
HELP THE FREETHOUGHT 
PAPERS. 

Editor Investigator: 

I noticed your letter in the Blade 
and it added to the threatened sus- 
pension of the Blade, aroused a feel- 
ing in regards to wealthy InAdels 
which has been haunting me some 
for years. Now I don't Bay that these 
people have not a perfect right to do 
just as they please about con I rlbnt Ing 
to the cause of Freel bought. The 
money Is theirs They have earned It 
and 1 would not pr<>sume to dictate 
what use they shall make of It. But 



I do 



i LT.O 



IHM) offer 

press to the tune of a couple of fifty 
cent subscrihtlon and then ask that 
each subscriber (some of whom, no 
doubt, earn their luxuries at the rate 
of $1 .25 per day) shall do 
I have ' 



.tlii 



dei 



r for 



ECHOES FROM THE 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS. <° 

The 1903rd birthday of the Christian I of he 
Savior has Just been observed plied 



.ni.l submission: the enthusiastic de- 
lionalr manner to quiet indifference; 
the ringing laugh to a forced smile; 
and what a host of such women there 
are on the highways and byways of 
life. We have In the face of such con- 
ditions a preacher offering himself as 
a matrimonial prize to the young wo 
man who by her tact and wiles can 
wheedle the most money out of the 
public, and lay it on the altar of th< 
Lord, and for demonstrating bersel 

an expert beggar, she Is to lie reward- his philosophy, gave a few personal 

Ith a master, wf^ — 



resign her 



lingered a while over the dead man" 
record of work and suffering, rat 
j quickly over the leading principles of 



of his friend, .pondered 



throughout Christendom, and in many 
places there was a hot old time" that 
day and night. One method some 
Christians have or keeping the birth 
day of "The Prince of Peace" Is to 
load up with the spirit of wine, in- 
stead of the Holy Spirit, and arm 
themselves with deadly weapons in^ 
" of gli ■' 



guidance 
have a "high" 

ceed so well that the saturnalia o 
pagans is not a circumstance. 

of the, nress are full 



The tenth comma 
larly complimentary to wive; 
Shalt not covet thy neighbors ho 
thou shalt not covet thy nelgno 
wife, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor I 
thing thai Is thy neighbors. 
Ff that does not mean, according 



the tragedies of Christmas with such 
headlines as these: 

"Santan working overtime during 



the Christmas season. 

"Four shot to death at a Christ- 
mas festival." 

"General fight, knockdown and drag 
out at a Christmai tree." 

"Casualties of Christmas." 

"A drunken man gives his wife a 
knife in her heart for a Christmas 
gift." 

"Christmas row at a church celebra- 
tion." 

AT CHURCH 
He Saw His Old Enemy and Promptly 
Shot Him. 

C.lasgow. Ky — Fred Harrison shot 
and fatally wounded Asbury Wood- 
cock, at Concord church, in this coun- 
ty, last night. The men had a quarrel 
about a year ago, and when Harrison 
saw Woodcock at a ChriBtmaR tree 
in the church hut night, he pulled a 
pistol and shot him. Woodcock will 
die. Harrison left the church at once 
and has not been seen since. 

• • • • 

The papers since Christmas have 
been tilled with such Items as the 



man and the undertaker are in a 

Looking down from his celestial 
abode, I wonder If the second person 
of the Trinity does not repeut that 
he died to save the people from their 
Bins, who were not worth saving? 

FOR SALE— A PREACHER— 

WHO WANTS TO BUY? 

The Kansas City World has the fol 

Minister Will Wed Girl Who Raises 
Most Money on Church Debt 

JJinghamton. N. Y.— The girl with 
the persuasive smile and the memor 
andum book will be given a chance to 
win a ministerial husband The Rev. 
E. L Dowd, of Jefferson, Pa., has 
publicly announced that he will wed 
the most successful solicitor of church 
funds In his congregation. 

The Rev. Mr. Dowd Is determined 
to raise a debt that has been hang 
ing over his parish for years, and with 
this In view he has determined upon a 
novel step. He is very popular with 
the women of his church, and as he is 
single, many matrimonial traps have 
been laid for him, but without 




nothing insulting and de- 
being considered a man's 
id being classed with his 
but on the contrary con- 



to It that others do the same. 

The press has not yet announced 
the name of the young woman who 
drew this clerical matrimonial prize, 
because she was an expert church 
beggar, but whoever she is, she has 
my warmest commiseration. 

Of course this "match was made 
In heaven." 

This is a novel meOiod of obtaining 
a wife, but one can t blame the Rev- 
erend gentleman. As long as the 
church has to live by begging and wo 
men are willing to do the begging. A 
preacher that has an expert beggar 
Tor a wife has secured a real help- 
meat.'' Who ever saw a man out beg 
ging pennies and dimes for his 
church? Men send the women and lit 
tie girls to do the begging, but tbey 
take charge of the funds that are 
brought in. If women had the proper 
respect for themselves, they would 
give any preacher who would make 
such an Insulting proposlton as Rev 
erend Dowd made, his walking papers, 
and do the preaching themselves. 



Ileved every young 



have a wife, but the only hindrai 
with him had been his inability to 
rive at a selection from among 
many eligible young women, any 
ot whom would make an ideal wlf< 

He then proposed to offer 
young women members of his congre- 
gation who secured the largest num- 
ber of church subscriptions his heart 
and hand ir agreeable to 
•wanted it understood that winning 



IT DEPENDS. 

Gainesville, Fla.. Jan. 1. 1904. 
Editor Blue Crass Blade, Lexington, 
KyV 

Dear Sir and Brother- You will ice 
Pom the enclosed thai we sr-» to 
have a winter Bible conference here 
We, the undersigned cle icil commit- 
tee of this city, will greatly appre- 

for us and will he ib-li^.iteu to enter 
tain you If you can possibly attend. 
Yours, In His Service, 

J B. HOLLY. 

T. P. HAY, 

J. P. HILBLRN. P. E., 
Committee. 
Per CLARENCE B. STROIJ8E. 
F. 8.— We will appreciate a copy of 

'(••sue conlalPin: thia It to. 

Answer— You say "In His name." 
but you give me no Intlmtlon as to 
who the party Is you are talking 
about. Please explain, as that makes 
all the difference in the world to me 

You say the expenses are not more 
than $100.00. 

A hundred dollars Is, of course, no 
money to me, but I suppose your Invi- 
tation Indicates that you will send 
that amount of "the root," for my 



xp. II 



exchange for 



would ha*e spok 
inds; the Westminster Re 
Id have eulogized its c 
friend: in dim halls and little gathi 
ing of the elect would have been pi 
sionate ravings; but from platform 
or pulpit never a word For Spencer 
then was a materialist, an atheist, a 
philosopher who deposed Cod and set 
In His place some great and unknown 
power. 4 

What Spencer is called now^ vs 1 
know not; I can only testify ..It, 
last Sunday thousands of pulpits pro- 
claimed his merits. Whether It 
t..e man or his philosophy that drew 
tribute does not greatly matter; 
er Is It of Importance to i 
the speakers were competent 
Judge; it is sufficient to note here. If 
only as evidence of a widening !n our 
national spirit, that Spencer'* name 
was proc'almed from thousands of pul 
pits and that hundreds of thousands 
heard it without protest. From the 



from tbe chief rabbi In Bis syi 
not less from the bishop of Warcenver 
to a congregation or Oxford students, 
as from Dr. Clifford to the ponton 
formlsU of Clapham, came eloquent 
words of prais« and homage. Did 
(iladstone get more? Did Ixjtd Sails 

A NEW METHOD OF GETTING 

CHILDREN TO CHURCH 



i. 6-H4V. X B 
I K. church at 
i to aanounce 
irotradX meet 
assist in aecur 



stamp, but .Mm will send you a < 
all the same. 

P. 8— If New York exchange for 
Is not conven 



1 siugh t 

clent canity to treat every child In 
town, and made a house- ty bouse can 
vass of every family, giving the tie.il 
to all the children. When he benan 
his meeting he was greeted with a 
full house. 

And so the children are being tolled 
into the kingdom tluougli Hie cm !? 
route. This is trying lo save the 
soul through the stomach. By a stick 
of candy the shepherd shall lei ' 
lambs Into the fold. 

But the matter stands just ,|hli 
It has been absolutely demionsl 'ftted 
the human being has a iti 
it is the greatest or all d< 
the existence of a aoul neve 
and never will be demonal 
Revivals have been bad 
except among sanetlAcatioi 
negr<K>s. for a long tlme,^_ 
candy plan tried In |{, v U|tqe who 
exhibits a keen "In Site" iJfo the na 
ture of children, may iijft.f in thr 
great revival that wan urjSleted woulil 
sweep over Christ 
niug or the century 
If the children ur-jfc. c».e candy 




it you 

write lor me . or me— 7 We al- 
ways liked what you wrote." Or ask 
me to get ti|i a pamphlet In reply to 
certain attacks on Infidelity: or make 
a dozen other proposals; all forgetful 
of the fact that I am already wreck- 
ing my health with over work which 
although it brings hut I mere pittance 
in comparison with their Income, still 
keeps me out of the ranks of the phy- 
sically needy. It Is a notorious fact 
that, unless one could lie an Ingersoll. 
work for the Frccthonght movement 
does not pay. Many of you editors. 
I doubt not. could do better to desert 
your posts and take the lecture plat 
form. 

Some day popu'ar sentiment wl 1 
stand where we do now and the 
Lhtirch will get the credit. We- can- 
not raise the funds to make any show 
In the world, and while we are forcing 
the clergy from ...elr mental cltade s 
they are stealing our ammunition and 
firing it from their pulpits or from 
th.lr Y M C A buildings. What 
tnc outcome will he when oil hopes of 
a future reward for the "cheerfu' 



have clung to the Church organiza- 
tions will say "We did It." 

What is the remedy? I do not know- 
though I do know where a pari of the 
trouble Ilea. Infidels are. primarily. 
Individualists, and scarce any two of 
them can agree on more than a few 
points. For Instance, that millionaire 
mine-owner will not contribute to the 
support of Liberal papers farther 
than his own Individual subscription 
— possibly not so far — because any 



WOMAN AS 

jfUBJECT 

WRITER CONTRA8T8 CONDITION 
OF SEX UNDER CHRISTIANITY 
AND HEATHENI8M. 

Mrs Henry Claims Womenkind Are 
Simply Debt Lifters for Houses 
of IVorship , 

To The Editor: 

In the Battle Ground recently A. 
Schrlver contrasted womanhood un 
der Christianity and paganism. His 
article Is intended aR an answer to 
one written by Harriet M. CIobz. Mr. 
Schrlver seems oblivious of the fact 
that Christianity In Its beliefs, forms 
and ceremonies is plagarlzed pagan- 
Ism, and thai our knowledge of pagon 



through Ohrlatlan missionaries, 
whose Interest It Is to report the pa 
gan religions l>ad. and only bad. and 
whose methods are to appeal to the 
emotions and pocketlxxiks of Chris- 
tians that the htalens in his blind- 
ness may lie saved from his alns. 

Through the medium of inventions 
all nations are brought Into close con- 
tact, and the religions In the Orient 
and the condition of people, who are 
ca led heathen are better understood 



tives of the oriental religions and 
those of the Christian Berts was very 
detrimental to Christianity. No wo- 
men were present at the congress or 
re Iglons tough the Christians had 
every advantage to show the "equal 
lly and exalted position of Christian 
women." but they did not do It. The 
elevation and boaHtcd equality of wo 
men under the Christian religion con 
sists In woman being a silenced sub 
ject before her ecclesiastical and civil 
lawgivers. She Is expected to fill the 
pew-B of churches, which would other 
wlBe be empty, and allowed to Indulge 
In silent prayer, to pay. beg and sa- 
crifice to support the system 
Says She's a Subject. 
She Is required to resign her name 
at marriage, and be given away at the 
mnrrlage altar like a aheep or a dog. 



Christ I: 

a deft-Lifter and an engineer or an 
sorts of begging and catch -»»nny de 
vices to bring In money for the manl 
pulation of church councils that are 
composed entirely of 

The fact is all religions have put 
the seal of Inferiority on woman, and 
she has never reached an exalted 
position under any of them. It is an 
iniiKissll.lllty to exalt the sex under 
bible teachings. "Let the 
main In silence and subjection. 



SEVEN REASONS WHY. 

You should order of Wettstetn: 1. 
My experience as a Jeweler and Dia- 
mond Merchant. 2. My established 
skill as a Watchmaker and Designer. 
3. My artistic qualifications in select- 
Ing latest and finest goods. 4. My 
proximity to Chicago markets where 
I select what you order from largest 
stocks, fresh and new. 6. Because I 
do not carry stock to get old and lose 
money on, and no dead book accounts. 
6. Because I buy and sell for cash 
only, obtain teat discounts and there- 
fore need not add big profits to cover 
big losses. 7. Because I lead In low 
prices and tbe dealer who leads de- 
serves your favors. Correspond with 
me and obtain my prices and tract 
"Theism In the Crucible." free. Per- 
now at No. 110 N. Kensing- 
iiie, I^aOrnnge, Cook county. 
OTTO WBTT8TBIN 



ATTENTION KENTUCKIANSI 



The town, while only six weeks old, 
h-.s shown possibilities of a great fu- 
ture. Its population has steadily 
grown from the opening day. With 
tho finest climate, a splendid agricul- 
tural country, this will soon be among 
the leading towns of the great South- 
west. A greater variety of crops can- 
not be produced .- any part of Amer- 
ica. It has the advantage of the 
greatest railroad facilities, being at 
the crossing of the Frisco and Santa 
Fe. All products find a market at the 
highest prices In this place, being 
shipped to such centers as St. Louis 
and Kansas City. f 

Now Is tbe time to take advantage 
of the following liberal (offer: Parties 
buying as mucb as Three Hundred 
Dollars worth of property In Daven- 
port, for cash, will be furnished a 
fee round trip ticket to Davenport 
Town lots and farms can be had at 
the most reasonable prices. 

For further Information, call on or 
address the Kentucky-Oklahoma Land 
and Townsite Co., Lexington, Ky, or 
Davenport, Oklahoma. 

When you purchase ticket from 
your own borne Ticket Agent, ask for 
• hem via the Frisco Bvstem. 



1 CHEAP RATES SOUTHWEST 

Southeast Missouri, Arkansas, Louis 
lana and Texas — Homeseekers* 
Opportunities. 

Here's your chance. Very low c 
way and round trip rate* Soutbwea 
this winter— about balf the regular 
fare, twice a I 

are , Dec. ISth, 1»0J, Jan. S and 19. 
and Feb 2 and 16, 1904. Good time 
to visit Southeast Missouri. Arkan- 
sas. Louisiana or Texas and pick out 
a location. 

Round trip tickets permit stopover 
on the going trip, return limit 21 days 
Write and tell us your starting pol-' 



id let the preacher do 
He would calculate to 
get his principle and Interest in the 
world The skeptic nas no such 
•owequently, he Is inclhv 
_ hold on to his money as long as 
be'stays In the world. 

the foundation principle 
of evolution, and until men— rich In A 
dels — become so refined that they en- 
Joy the consciousness of having as 
Misted in the stiuggle for human Im 
provement more than they do the con 
temptation of their personal popular- 
ity, or their bank accounts, of the pro- 
pagation of their pat hobbies. Free- 
thoiigM will never be able to make 
a very Interesting showing in the line 
of periodicals and organizations. 

"Don't sneer, 'Pessimism." In this, 
as in everything else, I am optimistic 
I believe that by the time the fore 
going conies to pass superstition will 
be driven from civilized countries, 
but the Church will have the credit 
of carrying out the idea that w>re 
born in heretical brains 

To make a creditable showing we 
need enthusiasm. IIImtii it v and mom v 
but how to get these concentrated In 
the same hands is a query too vast 
f6r my brains. 

Pleas* don't think that I urge any- 
one to almndon his efforts for human 
freedom, for I have no such Intention. 
But I would not ask him to make any 
sacrifice for which u happy conscience 
will not reward him; for. rest assured 
satisfactory remuneration will never 
be his. Nor would 1 have you under- 
stand that I have any grunge against 
the wealthy. One man Is rich for the 
same reason that another is poor: 
simply because he Is built that way. 
Whether a man is rich or poor was 
determined long before he is born: 
and. If he is an ohm-st man. It concerns 
nobody what he does with his wealth 
or his poverty. And this is why I ob- 
Jact— not becanae the rich do not give 

to contrl- 

ually. or greater than they 
to be Inclined to do. As a 
matter of course, there are some glor 
lous exceptions. Were there not. the 
cause would languish more than it 

TO TOM PAINE3 



.ih 



clea 



t ill. 



Rut 



Paine was the Christian, and that 
nothing Is said against our Tom who 
.... » the Age of Reason except that 
he hail the "drinking habit." 

I suppose it is a fact that Roose- 
t't. at Harvard, got the story or the 
irlatlan Tom Pain*, mixed up with 
\r Infidel Tom Paine, and called tbe 
Infidel Tom Paine "a filthy little Ath 
" when really he was giving the 
character of his Christian Brother. 
Tom Paine to the Infidel Tom Pnlne 
who wrote the Age of Reason. 

I a new "Comedy of Errors." WIH 
Teddy ever correct ills mistake? U>r. 
no— don't want to The mistake ( ?) 
Bulls him; tbe facts in the case would 



and cook them Vir a feast" "work 
them like cattle.""ehut them up In 
harems," "kennel them, and hound 
Ho m like onlenst dogs." all of which 

is heart rendering If true But Is It? 
The lectures and writings of the most 
earned orientals deny the reports of 

hear witnesH that In many things the 
woman of the Orient are treated with 
the greatest consideration. In no 
country in the world are the human 
rights or women so respected as in 
Burnish. But whatever the condition 
of the women of the orient, the con.ll 
lion or women under Christianity is 
nothing or which to boast. 

Drudges in Europe. 
The women or the United States 
receive more consideration than tbe 
women or Europe where ChrlBtlanit) 
holds iron sway, for the reason that 



have liberty of thought and action, 
have biil'deu homes and prospered 
materla'ly. In Christian - Russia, 
Spain, Germany and Italy, women are 
pal helically Bubdued, performing 
drudery fit only for tbe beasts of the 
field, yet the Christian church has 
never al any time and In any country 
demanded the removal of a single 
wrong or cruelty that has been visit 
ed on the mothers of the race. The 
scant measure of liberty and Justice 
accorded to woman today li because 
Just and nobler than 
their religion. Mr. Schrlver condemns 
all the orlenltla religions and quotes 
the estimate thay place upon women. 
If he will lead what the Christian 
fathers and Uither said regarding 
woman It may surprise him and If be 
wlH Investigate further 
In t 




y of the n 

lorway~ pine over th« 

scrub cedar of tbe Mosaic Ideal. There 
Is no apralle picture In the Bible for 
(he elevation or woman and her off 
springs to compare with Hector and 
Andromache of tbe "Iliad." Shall we 
place besides It Abraham, wbo twice 
over pocketed certain IHIMt gain, 
and sent off his own child and its 
in. hi. er into the desert to die? Shall 
we allude lo lAtt and his daughters, 
to Judah. Tamar. to the Levltes anil 
his concubine, to David and Bathshe 
ha. to Ruth, to Rahab. to Solomon 
and numbers of other Bible character 
who help up as ideals by Christians? 
Place these beside many noble char 



cin 



Wit 



plist minister 
,y. convicted 
raising a <uw 
and passim It on a 



by I be fe< 
dollar bill 
woman, « 
In the pen 1 1. -i.i im. 

Another proof of the ucatrUea of re 
Iglon. If all of thetr deviltry IwhJoh 
means dishonesty) could be found 
out. religion would fall fiat, and tbe 
world at once become better.— Pink 



. <J. SCHABFER, T. P. A., 
cotton Belt Route. Cincinnati. O. 
E W. LA BEAUME, 0. P. A T. A.. 
Cotton Belt Route. BL Loula v 

Send for live postal cards and help 
increase the circulation of tbe Blue 
Grass Blade. 
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Main IJne. No. 2. 

Lve. I .ex Inn ton 2 : 25 pn> 

Lve. Winchester ..2:10 pm 
Lve. B'tyville Jnc..6:ll pm 1 
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O. ft K. Branch. No. 12. 
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Arr Wlacbaatar . » 21 am 



1:22 pm 
2:30 pm 
2:20 pm 

No. t. 
2:25 pm 
2:30 pm 
3:26 pm 

k p 




North Dakota, 
South Dakota, 
Utah, 



Tickets on sale tbe first and third 
Tuesdayr o reach month to April 19. 
1904, Inclusive, good returning 21 days 
from date of sale. Ask Ticket Agent 



Clarke, T. P. A., Lexington, Ky. 



DR. A. A. BELL 



Says "I will do my part toward keep- 



Madison, Ga. Dec.29, 03. 



It is Just as applicable to your pa- 
per as to Uie Searchlight. 

I will soon renew my subscription. 
» ft, 1 -will do my part t'j- 



lours Very Truly 



The following Is the article: 
TO THE READERS OP 

THE 8EARCHLIOHT. 
By A. A. BELL, M. D. 

Dear Mends: 

Another year :s drawing to a close, 
and I am afraid the Importance of sus- 
taining the editor devoted as it is to 
the ardent dissemination of the prin 
clples of true Liberalism, is not duly 
considered. 

in this day and tip" the great prin- 
ciples Inspired by Freethought are not 
confined to quibbling over the mean- 
ing of certain passages of scriptures 
that In no way affect the Interest of 
mankind. No, Its mission Is nobler; its 
scope is far beyond that, it advo- 
cates and dPf.-n.ls the personal liberty 
of the Individual and of the people at 
large, unfettered by the bigotry. sup- 
erstition and fanatism of religionists, 
and encourages the practice of true 
morality. 

What has been the history of the 
world so far as revealed to us, in re- 
gards to the usurpation of all popular 
religions when In authority? John 
Bright, when a member of the House 
of Commons, stated in a letter publish- 
ed In this country, that the bishops in 
parliament aiv.*ays voted against the 
rights of common people— the great 
stay of a country. In confirmation of 
tills, true to the letter, all reltgkmlsts 
when In power not only encroach up 
on - »» liberty of the people, but in 
every way possible endeavor to sub- 
ject them to their way of thinking. 
The patriots of our country In fram 
Ing our Constitution were careful In 
disarming churchmen of all pretexts 
for persecuting those who differed 
from them on the subject of religion. 



persecutions, and the awful punish- 
ments inflicted on mankind, and even 
on inferior anlmalB by the religious 
fanatlce of the world. "The Encyclo 
pedla of Religious Knowledge" states 
that In one way, and another, fifty 
millions of people suffered— thous- 
ands bad their limbs torn from their 
bodies, their tongues cut out and 
many thousands were burnt at the 
stake, merely for differences of reli- 
gious opinions. All this comes from a 
belief In a Ood, and the Inspiration of 
a bo-k. While all this cruelty was 
going on, if I correctly recollect, not a 
single clergyman was found endeav 
orlng to put a stop tq^hj^Joui blot 



of keeping the public m 
ed upon a subject so vital to their 
prosperity and happiness. 

I wish every Liberal would read the 
life of Voltaire, who was an apostle 
of liberty, it would Inspire him with 
zeal for the spread of the principles 



Now, how Is this to be attained, and 
what is the most desirable method of 
furthering so Important an object? 
The press Is a great power In the 
land. It takes labor and financial aid 
to accomplish anything. To succeed 
every friend of Liberal principles 
Interest himself in the cause. 



hard to get. A few of the rich and 
able to do, ought to furnish you all 
the money you need. You did wrong 
in putting the price down to 50 cents 
In clubs of five. The Blade Is worth 
$t to any man. I don't want the paper 
to stop, and don't want you to lose 
any money by keeping It running.— 
J. M. STAUFFER. 



Owensboro, Ky.— Please find Inclos- 
ed $2 — one for renewal, and one for 
1905. I am glad to see that tbe out- 
look is brighter. The Blade, by all 
means, must live, as it haa no parallel 
cause In its tone or argument, and, if pub- 
and lished ten years longer, will have no 
wholesome reading put before them, cause to complain for lack of support. 
The pTbHe mind must be Interested The masses are longing for a change. 
In the subj.ct. " 



The circulation of 



We often hear It bTTiWirout In the 
face of Infidels, "Why oppose Christ- 
ianity, does It not teach love to God. 
and love to man?" Yes, we hoar it 
But the position laid down by Inger 
soli that, "those who love God the 
most hate man the most," has never 
been disproved. This Is verified In 
the history of every popular religion 
and especially in the ..Istory of tbe 
Puritans. They fie, l from one despo- 
tism to set up another. All religions 
In their weakness, set out with good 
principles, but as they gather 
strength, they become persecutors. 
This oertalnly is exemplified in the 
history of the Society of the Jesuits. 
It was organized In 1534, under the se- 
ductive name of the "Society of Jes- 
us" It claimed to enlarge and further 
the designs of the Roman Catholic 
ci, ii i li It became a dangerous riv- 
al of the mother church, and even- 
tually rendered Itself so despotic and 



influence of the 
fostering, it was 
Catholic nation^ 
prlnclpi 



rch it was 
el led from every 
cept some small 
society was en- 



deavoring to control the minds of the 
people, ft seemed destined to BMP- 
plant the church itself. Just what 
this society was aiming at other reli- 
gious societies, with equal power, 
would do. 

It Is clear to my mind that any sect 
of religionists, whose representatives 
can stand up in their pulpits, with 
blind belief In a God and in the Bible 
as his holy wordv a»* consign men 
and women, mothers and daughters, 
to eternal torments in a "Lake of 
fire," for the misdeeds of this 
slent life, unbelief being the most 
deadly sin of all, would not heslts'- 
to Invoke the strong arm of the la 
to suppress, and even burn at t 
stake .those who denied their d< 
trlnea. however contrary to reas 



Liberal literature must be increased. 

To further this object I, for one. 
will subscrlbo for five copies of the 
Searchlight, and donate five dollars 
to the Emergency Fund. 

The editor of the Searchlight 
should bo able to distribute, monthly, 
several hundreds extra copies of his 
paper. If there are any Liberals who 
are not able to pay for the paper let 
as have a fund to supply them. 

"A man of words and not of deeds. 

Is like a garden full of weeds." 

So I herewith enclose ten dollars 
to carry out my part In supporting 
Mr. 8haw in the laudable enterprise 
he has undertaken. 

Friends of the Searchlight arouse 
from your lethargy and let us make 
this journal a power in tho land! Do 
not stop here, there are other Liber- 
al publications that need help. I take 
pleasure in weekly distributing extra 
copies of the various Freethought 
rnifl published In this country and 
Id Canada. 

Friends, let us Join together In this 
matter and see what we can do. In 
union there Is strength. 

Madison, Q«. 

SHORT 
LETTERS 



The "Old Ship of Zio 



n't find It— AB- 



Klllarney. Nova Scotia.— Please 
find enclosed $1 for renewal of Blue 
Grass Blade. Don't let it go down. 
We would have nothing to keep our- 
selves posted with. It is hot stuff for 
the Christians.— EDMUND WOOD. 

Ezel, Ky — I enclose money order 
for $4.G0 to be applied as follows. I 
want a pebble or something that I can 
mount for a watch charm. I would 
prefer something from the pyramids 
of Egypt. I was much interested In 
your description of a shell taken from 
a stone near one or the pyramids, but 
I have forgotten If you stated, the 
' ' like 



I..ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD- 1 



idder. It has bi 
billows and fo^m of Ignorance long 
enough. It has shown no reason and 
toleration and must be met by tbe 
same fate. Freethought Is actuated 
by justice and reason and progress 
can only emanate from such a source. 
— W. L. COPPERSMITH. 

Bronston, Ky.— I send you, to-day, 
f2 — one to renew my subscription and 
one for a new subscriber. Never give 
up tbe ship while you have Rear Ad- 
miral Moore for commander, and such 
able Lieutenants as J. B. Wilson, T. J. 
Bowles, Josephine K. Henry. Mrs. 
Closz and others. — J. N. BROWN. 

Deear Creek, Minn— When I read 
your call for assistance to continue 
the Blade 1 was surprised, but I felt 
It the duty of every lover of Free- 
thought to do his or her duty to rally 
to the call and keep the ark moving, 
for, without money, It can't live. But 
It mnst live. What Is a dollar or two 
for such a cause? Enclosed find $2 no 
one dollar for renewal and one dollar 
to help pay tbe debt of the Blade. 1 
have the promise of some new sub- 
scribers for the Blade, but all thai I 
get will be a* $1 each, for I consider 
that if the Blue Grass Blade alnt 
worth a dollar It's not worth subscrib- 
ing for. I pay $1 a year for it and 
consider It cheap at that price. My 
regards to Bro. Charley Moore and 
yourself anil your families.— W. B. 
MATTOCKS. 

Barr's Mills, Ohio— My subscription 
has about expired. I cannot do with- 
out the Blue Grass Blade— my Bible— 
aud I send you $1 for another year. I 
am almost 53 years old, and have 
been out all kinds of weather, day 
ever ran up _ 

Blade o7 Dm. 13th "the committee's" | any angry God, or ghost or devil, and 
plan for helping the Blade. Enclosed 1 1, never expect to, for I can t see where 
find my check for $2 for which please 
extend my time on the Blade one year, 
and send the Blade for one year to 
Prof. T. E. Smith. He is principal of 
' x>ls here. Hope you are 
well and are having some of the beau- 
eather which we are enjoying 
Love to Aunt Lucy. Luclle and 
other members of the family.— H. L. 
PEAK. 
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Libertv. 
office ordr 
send one c 
Cougblin, 1 
to myself i 



find 



It was a maxim of the Inquisition to 
burn the body that tho soul might be 
saved. Just what religious bigot* and 
and fanatics have doio they would do 



Fairmont Springs, Kootenay, B. C.— 
have Just received the Blade thut 
announces the probability of Mr. 
Hughes' retirement from the Blade of- 
fice. I am very sorry toJb.e»>r_ that It 

am older than you ai 
a few suggestions I beg you 
be offended. Suppose you . 
price of the Blade at $1.50 per year. 
I believe it would nave about as large 
a circulation as It has at the present 
time, and Is cheap at that price. 

If Mr. Hughes can see his way clear 
to remain In the office of the Blade. I 
will give $10 for this year commenc 
ing January 1st, 1904. I do not want 
Mr. Hughes to work for nothing. All 
Freethinkers ought to help In this 
case. 1 would not work unless I could 
make a living out of my labor. Put 
tbe Blade up so It will support him. 
I read Dog Fennel with great Interest. 
Enclosed please find $1 to pay an 
other year's subscription— SAMUKL 
BREWER. 

Antone, Ore. — I wrote Mr. Moore 
that I would give $5 to keep the 
Blade on deck and you at the helm 
Most any one can send $2 If he will, 
and Is not too stingy. The best way 
to serve all of us is to stop the paper 
as soon as our time is out, and then 
we will make some effort to get our 
dollar in on time, and I say damn the 
man that will not send the dollar on 
time. Now you will find enclosed $.1 
for another year of the Blade, which 
will make $5 for me, and you can 
make my tab read January 1, 1905. 
It is paid up now to April. 1904, and 
I will give you the rest of the time 
and will begin with the new year, 
1904. — NELSON BARNHOU8E. 

Pontlac, Ills. — I give all my grand- 
children a now year present, and I 
thought you came as near being a 
grand-child as any one so I send you 
$1 for a new year's present. If all 
the Liberals that are able would do 
the same It would send you a flying. 
Don't talk about stopping the blade 
You must be wild. Tell Josephine K. 
Henry and Mrs. Closz to write some 
thing that the women would be glad 



Ind. — Enclosed 

for $4 for which pleas* 
•>y of Dog Fennel to Ohai> 
"'•»rty, Ind.. and one copy 
' -ime post office. Please 
give us ci edit, M ijooka for $1 

each if t">« '"-rd up, but If you an 
short, just rim , ne tw » aoUars down Gi 

. I>. a amuft' — » 



fifty cents 
price for 



""rd up, but it 
'" the two doll* 
and^aay Its 

''tlad'e to ttibsc 



"yptia" 



of the 
lor the 



j» > * Winter Tourists Tickets Now on Sale v\a -* <* s 




of an Egyptian, but anytbl 
corning Egypt interests me. It has a 
wonderful history hut we will never 
know about It. I am a Jeweler, but I 
never made any such Jewelry as the 
Egyptians din. They ninile gold Jack 



< for 



-T. F. CARR. 



See Acts _ 

Answer— The shell came out of a 
stone that had at some unknown age. 
been thrown down from the top of 
the pyramid of Cheops, that pyrnmld 
having been built 3.250 years before 
Christ. The shell has, of course, pet- 
rifled and is as hard as flint. 

Whitehall. Wis— Enclosed $2 for 
subscription to Blade from the time 
my subscription expires. I have Dog 
Fennel. 1 gave $ltl to help you buy 
your linotype.— B. F. WING. 



)f the 



illf.- 



I ' 



frl< 



Blade, by which Mr. Hughes will b 
enabled to continue Its publication. - 
SINGLETON W. DAVIS. 

Comment.- Rro. Davis Is the editn 
of the Humanitarian Review of Lo 
Angeles. Calif., published monthly a 
$1 per year. 

Delphi Falls, New York— Enclose 



-TO- 
NEW ORLEANS, LA., AND 

OTHER SOUTHERN POINTS 

ALSO 10 HOT SPRINGS, ARK. 

THROUGH PERSONALLY CONDUCTED EXCURSION SLEEP- 
ERS TO CALIFORNIA, TEXAS, NEW MEXICO AND ARIZONA, 
TWICE A WEEK. 

REDUCED ONE-WAY COLONIST AND HOME SEEKERS' EX- 
CURSION RATES TO POINTS SOUTH AND WEST FIRST AND 
THIRD TUESDAYS IN EACH MONTH. 

FARMING IN THE SOUTH. 
The Passenger Department of the Illinois Central Railroad Company Ii 
Issuing monthly circulars concerning fruit growing, vegetable gardening, 
stock raising, dairying, etc., In the States of Kentucky. West Tennessee. 
Mississippi and Louisiana. Every Farmer, or llomeseeker, who will for- 
ward his name and address to the undersigned, will be mailed free. Circu- 
lars Nob. 1 to 11 Inclusive, and others as they are published from month to 
month. 

ASK LOCAL TICKET AGENTS FOR THROUGH TICKET8 AND 
FURTHER INFORMATION, OR ADDRESS 

F.W.HARLOW 

Division Passenger Agent 

Louisville Kentucky 



■i $1 



to the Blade. In 1854 I canva 
Blue Grass region of Kent tit 
formed many acquaintances 
vicinity of Lexington. Two j 
terward I visited Rev. A 
Campbell at Bethany, Virginia 



. saw C. C. Moore, nt the Bishop 1 ! res 
idence, a student for the ministry He 
appearinl to be a favorite in the Bish- 
op's family. W. K Pendleton appear- 
ed to be a principal at the college. I 
listened to his sermon on "Dress' and 
also examined the college library. I 
was a Freethinker then and am still 
so. In 1872 I formed itersonal acquain- 
tance with the late D. M. Bennett, 
founder of the Truth Seoker. I wrote 
for and patronized his paper as long 



l~ i Instructed you to draw on me for $25 
*" u for support stating I could raise that 
1 , much In Ryan and surrounding vlcin 
m Ity. To-day I ordered the draft re 
ih'l.n turned and enclose chock for what I 
have on hand, 



persons contributed to this fund: W 
J. May $5. Warren Wolf $5, N B 
Grayson $5. M. C. Martin $1. G. W 
Innton and A. N. Houser will each 
send in $5 In a few days— WARRF.N 
WOLF. 



Pralrl 



Ark —You did grieve 



you i 



Mlbscrlbors 
. friend Cougbli 
one dollar too 
^a pape. 



■. k . -m:. •• y 
extend my auer's i 
to the Blade. 1 tjM that all wl 
well, in time, became of the 
ble will of the pubjkher and 
in the cause 01 the editor. -! 
REID. 

rlevllle. Ohio. — I have read, 
interest, the Elliott debate 
Cousin, which Is very fine, 
the Blade have a special number fc 
first of February, and invite cont 
but ions from leading Paineites. The 
as Palne's birthday is but a month « 
You should do the same on Glrar 
birthday. I will send $1 for papers t 
distribute. I hope you will print th i 
letter from Brother Elliott In full 
which you will find enclosed. Eaclot 
ed money order for $1.— ESTHER A 
VAN RIPER, M. D. 



j them as that wbl 



e power 
ilch the 1 



Inquisitors 



Those 



..__> never have, let them 

, > history of the Inquisition, 

and the religious wars, and the per 
secutlon of the world. Tbey will be 
so utterly astonished that they will 
hardly know how to credit the pages 
of history. Some years ago when the 
pope of Rome had almost unlimited 
authority the emperor of Oerinany, 
In some way, Incurred his displeas- 
ure. The pope, in order to humil- 
iate him, caused the emperor to pros- 
trate hlmseif. and allow him to put 
his fool upon his neck, as an evidence 
of his aul. orlty over him. (See 
Buck s Theological Dictionary, a plate 
ahowa the pope with his foor upon the 
s neck). It was left to 
i to humble the pope, by lm 
I him for his Interference in 
secular matters. 

There Is nothing truer than that. 
"Eternal vigilance is the price of lib 
erty," therefore, it Is to be hoped 
that every Liberal -vlll take pleasure 
In lending a helping hand in sustain 



Boston. Mass -Mrs. Young sent me 
Dr. Young's copy of your Behind the 
Bars, which I have read carefully and 
with Interest. I fully appreciate your 
battle against error and superstition 
and also your courage, and no truth 
lover can do otherwise than honor 
you. — HENRY WOOD. 

Brunswick. Maine.— Money c< 
hard with me, but rather than have 
you leave the Blade I will pay $5 a 
year. Are there not one hundred that 
will do that much? Then there ought 
to be two hundred that can pay $2 a 
year, and Beveral hundred who can 
easily pay $1 a year. Mr. Hughes, you 
ought to be most handsomely support- 
ed. There Is no reason save pe * 

ousness, on the part of Freethln 
why you should be hard pressei 
money. I Bend you enclosed $!i 
the cards to whom you can send 
Blade for one year, If the paper con- 
tinues, and I sincerely hope It will. 
If It discontinues keep the money. In 
a few days I will send $2 more— I. S. 
CURTIS. 

Hennepin, III— About Dec. 14th, I 
sent $1 to keep tbe Blade going, 
wlU help more later on. Mom 




, H. L. 



at 



ear Walcott, Wayn< 
which your humble 
Nearly all since 
t passed away. Many able 
Tii elf plftcW atid truth -gwr 
| on. In 1883 I formed per- 
il acquaintance with Watson Hen- 
jn. of Carthage, Mo., whose plctural 
. arguments set many honest minds to 
thinking. Wilson. Mrs. Henry, Mrs 
I Closr, Moore. Heston and others 1 
— ngratulate upon their talents and 
the way they use them. How I would 
like to read Dog Fennel In the Orient, 
but I can't spell able. I am nearly 
" ir score. Success to the Blue Grass 
ule. — A. BILLINGS. 

Valton. Ind — I got $4 last evening 
12 of John Thomas of Galveston. 

said he considered he owned you 
■ $2. 1 also enclose $2 for Dr. Car- 
der anil mjrseir. I will see other 
lies if my health will permit— D. 
OLER. 



Blade closing, or going 
down. Uncle Charley. I will speak 
the truth now and no other but the 
truth In a few days more I will be 
93 years old, and it I had my choice 
either for the Blade or for me to go 
down. I wonli' say lot me. David Ma 
berry, go down to rise no more, rather 
than for me to he cut off from my 
Infidel friend* and hear i.o more of 
-hi„t. ^..i.t >r r|Bf^ • 



Dog Fennel second edition. Send It 
at once. I am an: 
11. ADDINOTON. 

Fond .In I.ao. Wis -I am glad to 
know that the Blade will continue 
If we all do what wo can it will not 
be oh'igcd to suspend. May it con- 
tinue for many years with you and 
Mr Hughes as editor and publisher — 
MRS. ELLA WOOD. 



Olela. Okla— I have b 



of t 



dd war 1 



per. but, In th< 
news came tht 
would still have Its rider In the sad- 
dle, going forth conquering and to 
conquer, and that the old guard were 
ready, faithful aud true. Now In the 
fray, for some time back In LftOt, I got 
mixed up with the enemy. I was short 
on scrip and could uot be in at " 
M il l ' I I) 111,1 Hie It l n. l e 



Pella. Iowa. — I send $1 c 



suliscrip- 



Washington, D. C— I thought tha 



the Blade go dov 
help will save It. 
Christians, and a 
paper to "go up 



LU'RNS. 



lade. I was Christianized in my ear 
„. / days and have gone well down the 
"Jj | western slope, and they have got the 
tie old man's money and well nigh his 
tfce life blood. The material man dies and 
•II goes back to the elements whence he 



t it 



thei 



; to 



good news continue that fit 
the n:ue Grass Blade. 

A Mr. D. F. Marrs, of Loreua, Tex., 
sent me the Blade and paid for It, 
for one year. At the expiration of that 
year I wrote you to stop It, that I 
could not pay for it. but you sent It 
on Just the same. I paid for It and 
read it and will read It as long as I 
can see, if It continues 10 live, aul 
when 1 have to go hence I want to 
leave a few dollars to pay for It, for 
some one else to read at my expense 
Uncle Charley I have got $1 and I 
want to renew. My time Will be up 
New Year's day. I send the one dol 
lar with these few lines. Charley, if 
I had another one I would send ii 
along. That is one great trouble wl"h 
me. I am so eager for the paper to 
live, and It has to depend upon others 
to keep It alive. It causes me ta think, 
or say. damn the luck. 1 shall live In 
hope if I die in despair. 

I am not able to be a man iraonf 
men. but I'll be durned if I 1on ♦ nil 
as close upon their heels as I can 
— ' of many things 



rept 



tlie 



Ackley. Iowa.— Since the scare Is 
over I take courage to boom the 
e once more. I had sold four 01 
the five cards and if you will send in , 
five more I will try to sell them. — A i 
LUTTERMiAN. 

Lenora, Okla— Please send me tb> 
Uade for six months for which fin il 
enclosed fifty cents.-W. F. RADLER 

_ nt Cobb, Okla.-Enclosed $1.15- 
dollar due on Blade and fifteen cent- 
for Virgin Mary, The Sacrament aid 
is Christian Immortality a Normal I), 
sire of the Human Mind. Will try har.l 
to send you some new subscribe™. I 
see a letter from W. W. Thomas 
Peoria. Ind. Ter. He Is a 



each of thi 
i that produces it. Who will 
i the Immaterial man and cast 
Into an immaterial hell? and how 
:i man be tortured after he has 



•overt) keeps me out o 
-DAVID MABERRY. 

irk Valley, N. Y. — I c 
to pay for my Blade I 
e you when I <an. 

would i 



of fee 



-H. 



F1SK. 

Washington. Pa —Enclosed $2 for 
rtlfll MOd me one copy of Dog Fen- 
nel. I Just now asked my wife ir she 
would like to have you send her a peb- 
ble from the land of holiness. She 
used to cook yaller-legired chickens for 



of the 



b to o 



■ hou 



tue Blade and $1 for Dog Fennel in 
the Orient last November, but was 
unable to do so. Now aB much as I 
regret losing the Blade I can not ask 
you to send It longer, but when I can 
see my way out I will surely have It 
again. May the good old Blade ever 
prosper.— OLI V.. L. LUCK, 

Falsom. W. Va.,— Please find en 
closed fifty cents, which I think is 
the price of your paper one year. 1 
am ever looking for both sides of 
everything.— JOHN L. RICHEY. 

Answer — A single copy of this pa 



I see letters 



got long ago. and when 
from those I have given 
many places, It makes me feel like I 
had done a little good for humanity 
I have a good letter from a relative 
for publication. He has come our way 
after being a Presbyterian Tor main 
years. I hope to help you later.-'; 
W. SEARCY. 

Charleston. W. Va.— I am so rejoie 
ed that the Blade Is to live, and Unit 
you are to continue publishing IL I 
enclose $4.50— two dollars for my sub 
scription one more year, and $2.50 f. i 
five subscription cards. I enclose a 
few stumes for a pebble from the 
Orlent.-TOM SWINBURN. 

Mineral City. Iowa— I am lo poor 
that I cannot aid the Blade. I would 
be glad to have Just any old relic from 
the Orient. For my part I would just 
as soon have one from your home. 
Dog Fennel Is all right. I must read 
It again. I would like to get anotu< 
copy of your Rational 
pa/ ft tor IL ■ 



Infl.U 



except the Bihe. I became doubtful 
of the scriptures while still acting as 
a local iiastor I had examined the 
scriptures and eoiniiientators very 
carefully For eight years I studied 
trying to harmonize the great book 
w..u itself and found it Impossible 
Then I look up t lie study of the other 
side, and was surprised to find out 
how easy it Ib to meet the old ar- 



mil. 



ial View— would 
l one and loafn. d 
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New Rochelle. N. Y— Some weeks 
ago I subscribed for the Blue Grass 
Blade for the sake o, a |>oor old man 
who asked me. Now that 1 find It is 
an Infidel paper. I make request th.it 
you do not send mo any more copies 
God says "There Is none other name 
under heaven given among men i women and cniiuren. i 
wher.-l.v we may bo saved but the 1 ministers will toll, In t 
•• that R was a calamity s 
for attending the theater 
up little children who 
tiara without .heir con 



hlnk fifty 
too small a price for the Blade. There 
are many Freethinkers who will not 
take Itoethought papers for fear their 
business will be hurt by their ortho- 
dox neighbors. But I am hurt by only- 
one or two of that kind in this place, 
and, for their patronage 1 do not care. 
I would not get rich If I did get theii 
patronage and I wont break If I don't 
get It. There are several here who 
on the aly claim to he Freethinkers 
but they wont subscribe for a Free 
thought paper. My old friend. Nleh 
olas Feuchs and I are the only two 
that say what we think. There 
a God. but If there Is he was taking a 
New Year's jolly when the Iroquoh 
fire, at Chicago, burnt up nearly 



i captive by a i 
I our little town of Ole'a. 
tea in force, aided by Meth 
I Baptists, took possession 



right. 



name of Jesus Christ of Naxareth. He 
that bellevolh and Is baptized shall 
saved, but he that bel level Ii not 
II ba damned, also the wicked shall 



t forget 



ami i 
— M. E. PIXSON. 
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Wlntorset, Iowa— I am glad to know 
hat the Blade now has a brighter out 
look. My next letter heads will be 
printed at the Blade office. I sincere- 
y hope your appeal for subscribers to 
he Blade Magazine will not, much 
longer, go unheeded. 

I had already sent one subscrip- 
tion; you may increase it to five. 

Your idea of editing the Magazine 
m as to cheaply put all the choice 
articles into pamphlet form is certain- 
ly a good one. We need such a pubil 
in to put Into the hands or cer 
individuals. The Blade, in Its 
miscellaneous make i 
u its place. But some times t 
ire articles In It which ably show up 
he ridiculous side of so-called relig- 
ious teaching. For those who have 
already seen the ridiculous side these 
articles are all right, but to others 
who have unthinkingly and Innocently 
accepted these teachings as true, 
such articles are ridiculous and to 
such people the paper becomes ridi- 
culously irreligious. 

We should have patience with these 
people. Most of us were Just like 
them once. Probably even you. Bro. 

used lo preach especially when you 
began preaching. Some times the 
Blade has articles that sound like 
swearing. Such articles are so shock- 
ing to the Innoceut liellevers. Of 
course we have all heard worse lan- 
guage rrora the pulpit but that dou't 
matter. Some how a licensed preach- 
er is supiMjseil to be privileged in the 
use of so-called profane or even ob- 
scene language, while the the editor 
writers or a Freethought paper are 
somewhat restricted. 

Now what we want Is the Liado or 
It Is, constantly getting belter, and 
then we need the Magazine male up 
of the choice and weighty artic.es, in 
which the writers deal with stubborn 
facts without resorting to ridicule or 
the use of reckless language. 

Such a magazine we can put into 
the hands of those who would bo 

shocked by many of the Blade a ■ 

and It will be read and good results 
will follow. U I could only accept the 
scriptural passage 



shall 




my prayer 
that tho req aired sou rcb- 

»eripilons be seut in at once. Wish 

Waketon. Texas — Enclosed find $1 you would send me a relic rrom tbe 
for which please send me one copy Orient. — T. P. WE1K 
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MISS OELSLACER 

WRITES OF THF. DEATH OF BRO. 
NOAH COLER. 

Dayton. Ohio. Dec. 29, 1903. 
Dear Brother Moore, Editor of the 

Blue Grass Blade: 

It has been four weeks since I ex- 
perienced the deepest affliction that 
has fallen oi> me for year*, and 
have not been able to send you an 
ace. nut <>r tin' death of our dear 
Brother. Noah Coler, who died No- 
vember Mtfc, at 11 a. m. 

His sickness was of short duration 
Iml v.-rv severe. On Sunday. Nov. 
22nd. we visited his niece who. with 
her husband advocates the same he- 
ller that Mr Coler did and. with the 
■ICHptlnn of a rather bad cold, he 
was In fine health and enjoyed his 
visit to his heart s content 

We returned at about 6 p. m. and 
company called and stayed till near 
S oc'ock. and a little after 9 he was 
taken with a severe spell of conges- 
tion of the lungs, and stomach, and. 
by 11 a. m on the 2fith. disease fin 
ished Its work. 

His death was a shock to us all aa 
his sickness was not considered fatal 
until his heart suddenly began to fall. 

tils death -bed scene was a victory 
for Infidels. He fully realized that 
death was near, and talked to me 
about It, but be had no fear, no un- 
easiness. He was as calm and tran 
null as If he were only going into an 
ordinary sleep. 

There was not a gasp for breath, 
no twitching of the muscles, no trem- 
bling of his body, not even the death 
mi He in his throat; not a sound: only 
a weaker pulse and shorter breath. 

About five minutes before he died 
he once more ^gave^ the ,ook ii ° f recog- 

short breaths he waa gone. 

He was conscious to the last. Then 
his niece said in the presence of all: 
"This is the way an Infldel can die 
and It is the way I want to die." 

There were fourteen persons Id her 
presence. 

While our hearts are longing for 
him we reconcile ourselves by know 
ing he is forever at rest. His work 
Is done, and he never shirked any 
duty and waa always ready to assist 
suffering humanity and was ever bat- 
tling for mental freedom and liberty 

e of our dead brother 



tried to start the lie that Ingeraoll 

had suicided, but. despite nil this, an 
unprejudiced paper that personally 
knew our dead brother, and reeogni/. 
erf him as an Infldel. pays the tribute 
of respect to the dead Infidel that all 
respectable Journals are paying to the 
leaders In our cause. 

The Clnelnafi Times-Star, I tinder- 
stand, has some lie about Bro. Ooler 
being a •miser," that II veil In one 
room, when, really, he had a house of 
eight rooms, and Jesus Christ didn't 
have even one room, but did no work 
and lived wherever he could get some 
rich man to keep him. and which 
charge against Bro. Coler is strangely 
in conflict with what we saw of him 
at the l,cxington lnfulvl Congress. In 
1903. Yet the Cincinnati Times-Star 
would not have ventured to say of 
Ni>ah Coler, as Roosevelt does or Tom 
Paine, that Coler was "a filthy little 
Atheist.'' though Ooler was an Athe- 
ist, and Paine was distinctly not an 
Atheist, but ao nearly a Christian 
that Rev. L. J. Duncan, of Butte. Mon- 
lalmlng 



a prominent Infldel In Philadelphia, 
he being an admirer of Paine, is ar 
giilng with a preacher, about Paine, 
and Rlliott is saying that Paine was a 
Christian, and the preacher saying lie 

day^s quite atTnear a Christian as he 
Is "an Infidel. Paine not only earnestly 
believed In a God, but praised and 
honored Jesus Christ more llian the 
average Catholic priest does; the 
priest bestowing his praise on the 
•Virgin Mary." 

Roosevelt, as a historian, has Mi- 
ply made a monumental ass of him 
se:f In his allusion to Paine and. for 
liis pain.-, stands a good show to be 
snowed under, by Hanna— "What s 
the matter with Hannah?"— in his 
,„ , -sub iii ial aspiration*. 

Nobody sees in a newspaper. ;n 
these days, any account of the philo 
sophical and calm death or a i hi is 
tlan. All of that is reserved for inn 

There are only two prominent Chris 
tians in America now— that Is If one 
of them has not skinned^ out '•• 
his wife and son 
$7.ono.ooo— and the 



only four v 



ed I 



oil, 



Mr Ooler's funeral as hi 
expressed his desire it should be. 
and. In the face or all orthodoxy we 
carried out his request, and as Mr 
Coler had personally, at the Lexing- 
ton convent ion. made arrangements 



with that stoli 
Dow 



there will not be a paper ii 
ited States «>r any standing, 
print, in their ravor. ont 



aerate the progress of Inflde.,., 

I am not going to say to you what 
will be in a few year., but I Ml {*■ 
what is the case right now in the 
, «.i..< on Sunday January 3. h 



But 



lo get around on account of a sprained 
inlJe an<l had some serloua patients. 

Then we called i»lr Wyacarver by 
telephone, and he said he would 
;ome if he could catch the train, but 
it being t ain time then he railed to 



tb« 



or tin 



condition we 
« obliged to explain \ur disappoint 
men* to an orthodox lawyer who Is 
a close triend and near nelghlior to 
Mr Coler, and he. out or sympathy 
ror us. delivered the oration, on Uie 
condition that we would not have his 
name published, which we granted. 

Mr Coler was a prominent outspok- 
en Uberal since 1HI>7 and always con 

The very week that Mr. Coler died 
was the time he had chosen to settle 
his affairs and makt his will, and 
would have set aside some amount for 
the Blue Grass Blade, which he al- 
ways read with pleasure and he often 
expressed a desire to contribute more 
direct to the Blade, but his income 



his 



idllell 



111 till -ie 



ml < 



erythlng Is now in orthodox hands 

I wish to correct the statement that 
was published, by some liar in the 
Cincinnati Times-Star, saying Mr. Col- 
er lived in one room and waa a miser. 
Hrothc r Kaplan and family can testify 
that Mr. Oder lived in a house of 
eight rooms and hla house was com- 
rortable and not miserly; neither were 
we extravagant. 

I will send you a copy of the Dayton 
Dally News in which you wi l And Mr. 
Coler's funeral oration and part of 
his biography he wrote years ago. In 
which is the truth or his financia' 
condition and 1 and his friends here, 
ask as a special ravor that you will 
publish it in the Blade Just as it is in 
the Davton paper. The editor of the 
Dally News is a friend to Mr. Coler. 
and sold over 200 extra copies and 
then could not supply the demand. 

Yours ror H. H. R.. 
TILLIE OELSLAOER. 



ilng about his re 
HgTon. but the intelligent mar. who 
takes anv active part in religion. Is 
at once suspected, by Infidels and 
Christians, aa being as rascal who 
has some scheme to makt money out 
of his religion. Jj 

The account of Noal.Cr.lrr. h «* 
Dayton News, has a picture or hit 
representing him aa a s 
tellectually and physically. I 
picture can do 
The statemer 
ber or "The Arae 
and Freet nought 
small mist 



bat < 

fThe "local attorney" who rea< 
oration, with the understanding that 
his name should not be given is a 
coward who belong? to the only pro 
ression. except priestcraft that was 
rebuked' by Jesus < hnst l n< 
Age Is (Luke xl. 46. f,2l. And 
he'tJesnsi said. Woe unto you also, 
ye lawyers, for ye lade man witn l>ur 
dens grievous to be borne, and ye. 
yourse.ves. touch not the burdens 
with one of your fingers. 

"Woe unto you. lawyers, for ye 
have taken away the key or knowl- 
edge- ye enter not In yourselves and 
ihem'tbat were entering in ye hinder 
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PROPOSED METHOD FORSUSTAINING THE SLADE 

BY COMMITTEE ORGANIZED IN CINCINNATI, DECEMBER S, 1903. 



The entire cost of putting in the Linotpye was: 

For Linotype $3,150 

Extra Fixtures, Metal, etc 450 

Total $3,600 

The extra fixtures, etc., have all been paid, and $1,010 has been paid on the 
linotype leaving 20 notes yet of $74, and one of $C0 with interest, to lie paid. 
ThCM notes, with interest, make almut $79 to he paid monthly for the next 21 
months. 

Owing to so many members paying but . r >0 cents for the paper and about eight 
bunder to one thousand who do not pay at all, the paper itself is barely sustaining. 
In order for it to live, the note* on the linotype must lie met, and once bein^ pmm 
off. the Blade will lie on a sure and firm foundation, and will never again be coin- 
peled t,» ask assistance. NOW the question is, HOW IS THIS OBLIGATION TO 
BK MKT. 

THE FOLLOWING PROPOSITION IS SUBMITTED 

Which is based upon a purely business principle. Let each sulwriber who 
desires the Blade to live advance One dollar, to lie properly credited on the lioolcs 
of the Blade, which will extend his time one year longer than the regular expiration. 
This you will perceive is only advancing your btibscription, and there is no gift or 
charity in the act. 

BUT THIS IS NOT ENOUGH 

Unless every one would advance a dollar which cannot lie hoped for. For this 
reason, those who are anxious for the Blade to live, must assist the undersigned, 
in getthu just One additional subscrilier for the Blade at $1. If he cannot get 
a suliserilier now, he can send a name at any latter period, or lie can empower the 
undersigned committee to furnish a name who will send the pa|>er to colleges, 
public libraries, etc. But he must send this dollnr with his own subscription AT 
ONCK to the office of the Blade. Now vou understand the proposition: (INK 
DOLLAR TO BE ADVANCED FOR YOUR SUBSCRIPTION AND ONE 
DOLLAB FOR A NEW SUBSCRIBER. This is your part of it. 



FIRST AND THIRD TUESDAYS OF 
EACH MONTH. 
To ARKANSAS, MISSOURI, KAN- 
SAS, OKLAHOMA TERRITORY, IN- 
DIAN TERRITORY and TEXAS 

For rales and Information address:.. 



We print. In this issue or the ffade 
the accounts or the death or Bro. 
Noah Coler, as given by his friend 
Miss Oelslager. and by the Dayton 
Halley News, not ror the purpose or 



or giving valuable instruction to those 
who are wise enough to read and as 

affjjttJa it. 

It Is one or the thousand-and-one 
rem tat Ions of the common vll- Chris- 
tian lie thai Infidels die miserable and 
recanting what they have done against 
i in ist iunity. and, In this connection. 
thiH paper Is not going to let the 
world forget that the late (lamented) 
CI Leu XIII. the greatest Christian 
In the world, died pointed to the Devil 
that he saw waiting for him. and call 
ing on his body servant, the only hu- 
man being on earth that he would 
trust to save him rrora the Devil, 
while the Cardina s around him were 
stealing the MftAMJM and jewelry 



The clergy are still lying about the 
death or Tom Paine— that is all or 
them except those who are preaching 




CHRONIC INVALIDS 

Many discouraged Invalids 
can be cured by proper 
treatment. State 
your case by 
letter 
to 

DR. ENCLEHART, SPECIALIST 

MOUNT CLEMENS, MICHIGAN. 

ift- Over lifty years practice 



A PENNY 

Invested in a Postal Card may be the 
means of saving you considerable 
money on your tickets 
TO THE 

WEST AND NORTH-WEST 




HOME SEEKERS 

Tickets will also be sold on the first 
and third Tuesdays of each month up 
to April, 1904, to points in the 

WEST AND SOUTH-WEST 

— ++ — 

Kul llnrormatlon as to Rates. Time 
of Trains, etc., ran be obtained by ad- 
dressing 

W, E jMITH, D. O. EDWARDS. 
Trav. Pass, Agt. Pass. 

Cincinnati, O. 



Frisco .System 

—WILL HAVE ON 8 A LB AT — 

St Louis (SL Memphis 

CHEAP ONE-WAY and ROUND 



narse and brutal 
I audit pa— , ami 
picked out the most tiarmlesa play 

9 city, with probab y the purest 
..-»nee that ever was In a C*~'~ 
beater, and destroyed their II 
i way more miserable and cruel 
iaj decent man wouM he wl 
lestroy a lot or rats that 



wl ling to 
i be mighf 



Hi 



ythlng 



mfafst He made a muss or every i 
thing he talked about. 

While lawyers, as a common thing. 

•e a'l aXrald oT the Christians, there 

e. in Lexington, some nice men who 

•e lawyers some im* whom I am Kind 
j c'alm as my friends, but Hi< re are 
among lawyers in I^xlngton. some of 
the most depraved characters in Ken 
tucky. and. In every Instance, they 
are men who have stood on the cor- 
ners of the streets, like th ici.-nl 

hypocrite, and on the corners " "" 
newspapers, like the modern ">l'<> 
orltes and trumpeted their religion to 
the world. 

Ten thousand people, in l-cxmgiuii. 
will know who these lawyers are Just 
as readily as ir I had printed their 
names and pictures In the Blade. 

The line that begins the article In 
the Dally News: "Write nu- as one 
who loves his M low men " is from the 
Mohammedan Infldel moralist. Abu 
Hen Adam, and old Hro. Goddard, the 
Infldel prohibitionist, at llarrodshiirg 
Ky.. had the whole beaut im I story 
printed and hung In a frame In his 
parlor. 

CHICAGO THEATER HORROR 

(Continued from first page.) 



Chicago will go on. for the sake 
get tint; money, telling the peop'e that 
they ought to love and worship the 
Ood that burned those poor mothers 
and children, and then these very 
preachers will be the men that wl.l 
express surprise that there Is so much 
wickedness in the country. 

It would, under such circumstances 
be a wonder If this country was any 
thing elae than filled with the crlme- 
espccially the murder or women and 
children— that now stalks abroad ev 

Thi priest! and preachers teach the 
people to worship a brutal fiend that 
brings suffering upon the Innocent for 
the crimes of the wicked— Including, 
according to the Bible, the crucifix 



era is }UBt 

as long as 
ey, without 
people the 



ly Inconsistent with any supposition 
that Ood uses common sense or QP*J 
mon humanity in his dealings with 

'"There were, In Chicago, at the same 
hour that "Mr. Bluebeard" was going 
on at the Iroquois theater, many plays 
which no decent 



depravity of heart and head in i 



what we would naturall: 
And this will go on ju 
these men can make mi 
abor, by teaching the . 
Ilea and immora lly that the Bible 
tenches. 

Vou arc wasting your time to talk 
aliout any "reform" or any scheme for 
the betterment or humanity until the 

IHople are brt 
thoroughly, that the Blb'e is a lie and 
that all priests and preacbera are 

liars. 



(From the Butte (Mont) Miner.) 
MISS HELEN GOULD'S 

HAM SANDWICHES. 

Of course everybody knows 
l.ss of tlie worthy charities of Miss 
Helen Oould, the philanthropic daugh 
ter of the late Jay Oould. 
other things, Miss Oould has be 
dueling a free sewing school ft 
children at Lyndhurst, her country re* 
idence on the Hudson river, near New 
York. All the children of the neigh 
borhood have been welcome at this 
school, whether Protestant Romanist, 
Jew or Infldel. 

Kveryiliing ran aloug 
mill the little ones were making i 
lent progress In their stiicbes 
Miss Gould, In a burst of 



Now. It happened that amobg the 
things the little ones round on the 

table were some 

had apparently not occured to Miss 
Oould that the children or Catholic 
parentage are rorbldden to eat meat 
on Friday, and that the Jewish chll 
dren must never eat ham at any lime 
But next day all this was made very 
plain to her The Rev. Father Ter 
•nee J. Ear'y, rector or the Church 
or the Immaculate Conception at Ir 
vlngton. learned or the violation of 
the rules of his church for most of 
ibe children of Roman Catholic ralth 
were rrom his parish. Father Earley 
promptly p aced the sewing school 
"under the ban." and not one or the 
children or his parish has been to the 
schoo' since At the same time the 
Jew tan Rabbi or the neighborhood ft>r- 
bade members or his flock to oontlr " 
attendance at an instiution where a 
forbidden meat was offered. The chil- 
dren were not blamed, but Miss Oould 
was severely criticised for tempting 
" lie ones to violate the rules of 
. ...jpectlve faiths. 
Instead of bowing with humility and 
expressing regret for her thoughtless 
qeas Miss Oould has conc'uded to 
hereafter make her school a Protes 
tant, sectarian charity. Heretoftire 
she has not allowed the scriptures to 
be read In the school because It was 
her Impression that the Catholics oh 
Jected to the reading or the Bible. In 
the course or the ham sandwich con 
troversy with the Rev. Father Earley 
Miss Oould was corrected In this Im 
presslon and Informed that the Homun 
Cat ho Ics* objection was not to the 
reading ot the Bible, but to the "Pro 
teatant version" or the scriptures. 

This distinction has somewhat puz 
/.led Miss Oould. and In looking Into 
the matter she has concluded that 
there is no very clear conception in 
the public mind as to exactly what 
I he difference Is between the Protes 
tant Bible and the Roman Catholic 
Bible. Miss Oould dbs offered several 
prims ror the best essays setting 
forth clearly Just what the difference 
Is One thousand dollars will be given 
as a flnst prlte for an essay which 



(ioiild's ham sandwich 
Frldny allernooii the Lib leal scholai 
of the world wi I be invited to explain 
what Is certainly a most Interesting 
subject. As a ftirecast 
(which will not be passed upon until 

tl istinmiis ! Klhlical schoiar. lias 

written for these columns a brb I 
statement of the hintory of and tin 
difference between the I'lcleslnnl 
Ion and the Roman Catholic ver 
skin or the scriptures. 



THE WELL-KNOWN PHYSICIAN 

Cures Where Others Fail. 

FOR PROOF READ hiS BOOK. 
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ROME CON- 
GRESS FUND 

It la the desire that Dr. J. B. Wil- 
son represent Auierlcan Freethought 
at the World's Congress of Freethlnk 
ers to be held la Rome, Italy, next 
September. Dr. Wilson Is president 
of the National Liberal Party and Is 
eminently qualified to participate In 
the deliberations at the Congress. On 
his return from Romo the Doctor will 
write a book embracing his exper- 
ience and proceedlnc« of the Con- 
gress, and It Is needless to speak of 
the Doctor's versatility and ability to 
write such a book. 

The price of the book will be one 
dollar, and as the expense will be very 
heavy it is hoped that all who are 
able will subscribe for as many book* 
as possible. 

All money received la deposited lu 
Tue Central Trust and Safe Dt posit 
Company, or Cincinnati, and will be 
acknowledged through the Blade. 

Contributions and subscriptions 
(with and without money) will be re 
celved by the Secretary or the Na 
tlonal Liberal Party. Address: 
MORRIS SACHS, 
Atlas Bank Bldg., Cincinnati, O. 

Condition of Fund. 

Previously acknowledged $414 00 

Amount in bank ST 00 

Anton J. Kraft, Orantfort. 111., 2; 
Je*se Hlatt. Oleta, Okla., 1: Dr I N. 
Albright. Chicago. III.. 1 (pd); Jacob 
Closz. St. Angsalr la., 1; Arthur 
Stone. Chattanooga. Tenn., I; Dr. W. 
N. Itennir. Industry. Kas , I (pd); 
E. E More. Warren, O.. I) J W. 
Snow. Birmingham. Ala 1 (pd): Mrs 
Martin. Mahlelou. Oa., 1; 8. C. 
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«• '^"^ Dr It. P. FFM-OWS. 
Bar « »w ihta saraf. VUeluu J , ft. J. 

• ••••••• Dr. Krllew. 

km cured to many • ' 
cun »f • prtvstc nnti 
.pon .» tn.ui.hl* th.i 
fit «Dd nr..., .« thr ,. 

worthy phy.ict.n In .... - .. 

— /_ n journal of Jltallk. * 

m naa, for a number of 
l enviable reputation In 
th* medical line, and has mad* a 
specialty of a nun^-r of disease*, 
thereby becoming familiar with the 1 
and enabling him (^ treat them suc- 
cessfully. H* I* well-hno^n a* a pro- 
lounced advocate In «tl lines of free- 
thought, and stands well In hi* pr*- 
>«slon wh»jrev«r h*9 • known 




